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Systematic attempts have been made in countries like Brazil
and Iran to grow jute but so far no substantial success has
been achieved anywhere except in Formosa. The total quan-
tity of jute grown outside India may not exceed 40,000 tons
per annum or about 2.6 per cent of the total world supplies.

In the province of Bengal the production of jute is con-
centrated in a comparatively small area and, therefore, East
Bengal accounts for nearly 60 per cent of the total produc-
tion of jute in the whole of India. As nature has confined the
cultivation of jute within such narrow limits, economic fac-
tors have confined its manufacture within still narrower limits
in India. In 1940, 95.5 per cent of the jute looms in India
were located in Bengal and all the jute factories containing
these looms were situated in a small strip of land about 60
miles long and two miles broad, along both the banks of the
Hooghly, above and below Calcutta, from Bansberia (35 miles
above the city) to Uluberia (20 miles below) on the north
bank of the river and from Halishahar (28 miles above) to
Birlapur (22 miles below Calcutta) on the south bank. The
notable centres of the industry are: Titagarh (nine mills),
Jagatdal (eight mills), Budge-Budge (six mills), the munici-
palities of Howrah, Salkia and Sibpur (eight mills) and
Bhadreshwar area (six mills) . Within a relatively short time,
areas near Calcutta, which for hundreds of years had been
devoted entirely to agriculture or fishing, became, with the
opening of the jute mills, thriving industrial centres with in-
creasing populations. The average daily number of workers
employed in jute mills in this area between 1928-29 and 1938-
39 has varied from 3,43,861 to 2598,520.2

The spinning of jute was carried on by the people of
Bengal centuries before the arrival of Europeans in India and
(Footnote 1 contd.)
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Dacca
	18.7
	39
	Burdwan
	9.0
	33.3

Mymensingh '
	24.0
	47
	Midnapur
	9.6
	35.4

Tippera
	20.7
	45.8
	Murshidabad
	8.5
	33

Faridpur
	17.6
	37.6        Dinajpur
		10.0
	43

2 Report on Marketing and Transport of Jute (1940), p. 132.